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Comments on Federal Funding Cuts to  
Local Community Schools

AFT Connecticut leaders made the following public remarks on the U.S. 
Department of Education’s latest cancellation of $4.6 million in grants impacting 

students in Hartford and New Haven:

“Teachers and school staff know firsthand what our students need,” said AFT 
Connecticut At-Large Vice President and Hartford Federation of Teachers President 
Carol Gale. "By abruptly cancelling our district’s Full Service Community Schools 
grants, federal officials have turned a blind eye to the harm it will cause hundreds of 
struggling families. There will be long-term consequences for students and families 
who rely on the services provided by the staff who are impacted by these cuts.”

"Students do their best in school when their needs are met,” said AFT Connecticut 
Vice President for PreK-12 and New Haven Federation of Teachers President Leslie 
Blatteau. “Our district’s grants make it possible for families to access mental health 
support, after-school programming, nutritious meals and so much more. Cutting off 
these services and supports to already underserved communities will only 
compound systemic challenges like austerity budget policies, staff turnover and 
increased attacks on immigrant families.”

“In an era of restricted revenue, community schools are a good investment,” said 
AFT Connecticut Vice President for Paraprofessionals and School-related 
Personnel (PSRPs) and Hartford Federation of Paraeducators President Shellye 
Davis. “When resources are organized around student success, they are more 
efficient and effective at boosting educational outcomes. Research shows that 
community schools improve academic achievement, high school graduation rates 
and reduce the kind of racial and economic gaps that have long plagued our 
community.” 

# # #

Links -  
U.S. Department of Education 2023-28 Full-Service Community Schools Program (FSCS) 
Grantees
Reimagining Education: A Student-Centered Approach to Deepen Supports in Hartford 
Public Schools Integrating Full-Service Community Schools
Clifford W Beers Guidance Clinic, Inc. Grand Avenue Learning Corridor Partnership 
Grant Proposal (New Haven Public Schools FCSC Partner)

AFT Connecticut includes more than 100 local unions throughout the state, including three 
affiliates collectively representing nearly 5,000 certified educators and non-certified support 
personnel in Hartford and New Haven. Visit aftct.org for more information and follow the labor 
federation on Instagram at @aftconnecticut, Facebook at AFT Connecticut and Bluesky at 
@aftct.bsky.social.
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