
	

1/5/18	

Dear	Senator/Representa1ve	__________,	

We	write	to	you	today	with	great	urgency.	Teachers	across	the	state	are	witnessing	devasta1ng	conse-
quences	for	their	students	as	a	result	of	the	destruc1ve	cuts	in	ECS	funding	made	by	the	governor	fol-
lowing	the	passage	of	the	budget.				

While	the	governor	provided	a	two-month	window	for	the	legislature	to	act	regarding	the	Medicare	Sav-
ings	Program	in	order	to	provide	some	protec1on	for	seniors,	there	is	no	protec1on	for	our	children.	If	
the	legislature	fails	to	take	ac1on	very	soon,	irreparable	harm	to	our	children’s	educa1on	will	occur.		

The	cost	of	not	ac1ng	will	mean	a	worsening	of	the	damage	to	teaching	and	learning	that	teachers	are	
already	witnessing.	These	cuts	have	resulted	in	fewer	resources	for	our	children,	increased	class	sizes,	
layoffs	of	teachers	whom	children	have	come	to	depend	upon,	and	a	lessening	of	social	and	emo1onal	
supports	that	help	children	facing	the	most	challenging	circumstances.	Reversing	these	cuts	can	stop	the	
damage	and	prevent	towns	from	being	forced	to	make	the	harmful	choices	for	children	and	schools	they	
are	making	as	we	speak,	and	prevent	further	chaos	in	the	middle	of	the	school	year.	

It	is	impera1ve	that	you	and	your	colleagues	call	a	special	session	to	restore	ECS	funding.	Our	students	
and	teachers	can’t	wait.	

Sincerely,	

� 														 � 	 	

Sheila	Cohen	 	 	 	 	 	 			Jan	Hochadel	

President		 	 	 	 	 	 			President 
Connec1cut	Educa1on	Associa1on	 	 	 			AFT-Connec1cut	

		


