
This year has been about honestly recognizing where we are as educators and where
our students are as learners. As we move through the school year, I have found

myself creating quiet spaces within and without, crafting gentle learning challenges,
and sitting in discomfort with students who are impacted by poor mental health and a

sharp lack of self-confidence. Holding space is about the calm reassurance and
composure we, as educators, have had to maintain to meet and move students to

engagement with academics that build agency and self-confidence. 
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Dr. Jennifer Anderson Norman is an English Instructor and Coordinator of Equity and
Climate at H.H. Ellis Technical High School in Danielson, CT. Jennifer is passionate about
the social and emotional well-being of her school community. As part of the district
C.A.R.E.S. Council, she works to educate and inform students and teachers about the deep
meaning of this work. When not teaching, she may be found dancing with her twelve year
old daughter in the kitchen, or playing Nintendo with her fourteen year old son, and chasing
the cows on her family’s three hundred acre dairy farm.
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