
73rd Annual Business Convention 

May 9, 2020 
 
VIRTUAL MEETING 



Call to the Union 
  

 AFT Connecticut Executive Committee 

President Jan Hochadel 

Executive Vice President John Brady 

Secretary/Treasurer David Hayes 
 

Divisional Vice Presidents 

PreK12 Mary Yordon Nurses & Healthcare Bill Garrity  

PSRP Shellye Davis Public Employees Ed Leavy 

Higher Ed Dennis J. Bogusky Retirees Laila Mandour 
 

At-large Vice Presidents 

Mike Barry Deborah Kern 

Dave Cicarella Tom Kuroski 

John DiSette Kristen Malloy-Scanlon 

Sal Escobales Steve McKeever 

Joshua Hall Ally Sexton 

Ivonne Hamm Janice Stauffer 

Heather Howlett Mary Symkowicz 

Andrea Johnson Krista Vermeal 

Stephanie Johnson Mike White 



MATT O’CONNOR 
Communications 

NEAL THOMASSEN 
Technology Support 

SUPPORT 

JANE BENOIT 
Financial Assistant 

ANNA MOWREY 
Support Staff 

KRISTINE METCALF 
Support Staff 

NICOLE CONTI 
Receptionist 

ORGANIZING 

NICKIMMY HAYES 
Organizer 

CAID MURRAY 
Organizer 

SHANE LANCER 
Organizer 

ERIC BORLAUG 
Director of Organizer 

JASMINE VENDREDI 
Organizer 

MIKE OZGA 
Field Rep. 

BOB CERRITELLI 
Field Rep. 

DAN DURANT 
Field Rep. 

LIZ GUERRA 
Field Rep. 

BEN WENOGRAD 
Field Rep. 

MARY RICHARDSON 
Field Rep. 

FIELD STAFF 

TERRY MEADOWS 

JIM VIGUE 
Legislative Advocate 

POLITICAL 

TERI MERISOTIS 
Legislative Advocate 

JENN BENEVENTO 
Professional Dev. 

PROF. DEV. 

STUART SAVELKOUL 
Chief of Staff 

2020 STAFF REFERENCE 

LOGAN PLACE 
Field Rep. 

JAN HOCHADEL 
President 

JOHN BRADY 
Exec. Vice President 

OFFICERS 

DAVID HAYES 
Secretary/Treasurer 



Standing Committees 
   

Finance & Budget Committee  
 John Brady, Dave Cicarella, David Hayes, Jan Hochadel, Heather 
Howlett, Stephanie Johnson, Ed Leavy, Mary Yordon, Ally Sexton 
 

Health Care Council  
Alberta Bahls, Jennifer Benevento, Verna Bernard-Jones, John Brady, 
Denean Brunner, Irv Buchbinder, Sherri Dayton, Ann-Marie Cerra, 
Joanne Chapin, Mary Consoli, Dale Cunningham, Christen “Chrissy” 
Ellis, Vicki Frausini-Moran, Angela Fuller, Patricia Garcia, Bill Garrity, Jill 
Gauthier, Denise Gilbane, Claudette Glassman, Ivonne Hamm, Michelle 
Hayes, Colleen Helwig, Janis Hochadel, Matt Hollins, Heather Howlett, 
Keith Inrig, Leigh Johnson, Melanie Karpinski, Guylaine Kinney,  
Melanie Kraus, Wendy Kurtzman,  Maria Martinez, Mary Ellen Masciale,  
Saundra McCauley, Teri Merisotis, Daun Nagan, Walter O'Connor, 
Deborah Pegoraro, Kristen Powers, Susan Quinby, Joann Regan,  
Jessica Rosario, Mitchell Ross, Ann Ryan, Barbara Sadowski,  Janice 
Stauffer, Cathy Vanverdeghem,  Jim Vigue, Deborah Wyzatecki 
 

Higher Education  
Dennis Bogusky, Jennifer O’Donnell, Mike White 
 

LPAC 
Teresa Aisevbbonaye, John Altieri, Cindy Arpin, Chris Avallone, Lauren 
Mancini- Averitt,  Michael Barry, Dan Blanchard, John Brady, Christine 
Bond, Raquel Calderon, David Case, Margaret Cleary, Ruth Cion, Mary 
Consoli, Kathy Coyle, Dale Cunningham, Carolyn Datchuk, Shellye 
Davis, John Disette, Sal Escobales, Connie Fields, Bill Garrity, Ivonne 
Hamm, Win Heimer, Janis Hochadel, Andrea Johnson, Stephanie 
Johnson, Nathan Karnes, Tom Kuroski, Ed Leavy, John Malsbenden,  
Gina Manning, Laila Mandour, Colleen May, Phil Mayer, Teri Merisotis, 
Errolee Bryan Miller, Peter Morenus, Angie Parkinson, June Pinkin, 
Karen Prederegast, Kristen Powers, Leonard Prygoda, Rose Reyes, 
Stuart Savelkoul,  Ally Sexton, Debra St. Germain, Roslyn Swift, Mary 
Symkowicz, Jim Vigue, Robin Washington, Jeane Wehling, Mike White, 
Chris Willems, Mary Yordon 
 

Membership Structure Committee 
John Brady, Shellye Davis, Jan Hochadel, Ed Leavy, Kristen Malloy-
Scanlon, Laila Mandour 
 

Personnel Committee 
Michael Barry, Dennis Bogusky, John Brady, Dave Cicarella, Bill Garrity, 
Jan Hochadel, Stephanie Johnson, Ed Leavy, Kristen Malloy Scanlon, 
Steve McKeever, Mary Symkowicz, Janis Stauffer, Krista Vermeal 
 

Statewide Retiree Committee  
John Altieri, Roberta Avery, Jeri Baker, Jennifer Benevento, Tom Bruenn, 
Ruth Cion, Cheryl Christie Collett, Kathy Coyle, Carolyn Datchuck, Linda 
DeSousa, MaryAnn Goggin, Win Heimer, Keith Inrig, Peter Kummer, 
Patricia Lorange, Anita Madzik, Laila Mandour, Teri Merisotis, Mary 
Moninger-Elia, Diane Mooney, Francisco  Nunez, Walter O'Connor, 
June Pinkin, Karen Prendergast, Leonard Prygoda, Mary Rickard, 
Elizabeth Tischio,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pre K-12 Council  
Jason Adler, Kari Baransky, Kim Begin, Jennifer Benevento, Erin 
Benham, Matthew Berloe, Luke Borowski, John Brady, Linda Brailey, 
Colleen Brown, Denise Carr, Pam Cavanagh, Ron Chivinski, David 
Cicarella, Anthony DiGennaro, Mary Lou DiPaola, Sal Escobales, Victor 
Funderburk, Patti Fusco, Brad Garvin-Nusz, Jane Glenn, Debbie 
Hammond, David Hayes, Nicole Hecklinger, Janis Hochadel, Mat 
Hough, Andrea Johnson, Kathleen Koljian, Tom Kuroski, Marta Landell, 
Ed Leavy, Stephen Leon, Mark Lord, Gary Lotreck, Emily Lozinak,  
Kristen Malloy Scanlon, Marianne Maloney, Lauren Mancini-Averitt, 
Colleen May, Steve McKeever, Noreen McMahon, Teri Merisotis, Bob 
Merrick, Steve Mikolike, Karyl Morton, Sam Norman, Zoraida Ortiz-
Gibson, Janice Pawlak, Randall Prose, Michael Reynolds, Heather 
Rodman, Sue Schmidt, Sharon Schnare, Tiana Scott, Linda Skoglund, 
Laurie Swanson, Oliver Tolve, Krista Vermeal, Mike Wight, Mary Yordon 
 

PSRP Council  
Wanda Adgers, Peggy Alexander, Jackie Aviles, Alberta Bahls, Lindita 
Bakri, Amy Banning, Christine Bartolotta, John Beardsley, Tanya Beebe, 
Jennifer Benevento, Verna Bernard-Jones, John Brady, Madelyn 
Brosnihan, Patricia Buccheri, Carol Carson, Tracy Carter, Marcia 
Cattanach, Wayne Ciaccia, Helen Cieslowski, Carol Clark, Joy Clarke, 
Hope Coles, Elizabeth Daly, Shellye Davis, Kathy Q. Davis, Georgiana 
Dini, Beverly Dixon, Gwenath Douglas, Michael Downes, Holly Drumm, 
Annette Esposito, Dan Flores, Carlen Gaines, Libby Garuti, Jill Gauthier, 
Nina Gonzalez, Nancy Guidon, Tracey Gunn, Joanne Hall, Marilyn 
Halligan, Claudia Harris, Susan Hawrylik, LaToya Hobbs, Janis 
Hochadel, Tiffini Hovey, Terri Humphrey, Denise Hunt, Mary Johnson, 
Laura Kuchta, Ed Leavy, Pauline Lucibello, Diane Magnuson, Saundra 
McCauley, Mary Pat McCullough, Lesley McKay, Marlene McKinley, 
Anita Melhorn, Teri Merisotis, Patricia Mitchell, Robert Morrison, 
Victoria O'Connor, Carmen Pepin, Carlos Pina, Lida Princevalli, 
Charlene Ramsey, Kim Reid, Sandy Reigal, Elise Rivera, Yvonne 
Rodriguez, Maree Rogers, Mary Russell, Theodore Scharper, Susan 
Scheer, Earl Scheithe Jr, Judith Schmaling, Donna Serafini, Johanna 
Semmelroth, Marta Shepard, Aracelis Silva, Elijah Singer, Lisa Sizer, 
Susan Smith, Christine Smith, Leslie Stansfield, Theresa Staranchak, 
Sharon Strong, Mary Symkowicz, Charlese ‘H’ Ta Mapp, Dorothy 
Tedeschi, Yokasty Thomas, Jennifer Valazquez, Shelly Valenti, Karen 
Vendette, Maggie Vincent, Johanna Warner, Lorraine Westermeyer, 
Joanne White, Dorothy Wilkerson,  Sheryl Wolfgram, Linda Yacone, 
Rebecca Zadlo 
 

Public Employees  
Michael Barry, Dennis Bogusky, John Brady, John DiSette, Bill Garrity, 
Janis Hochadel, Christine Jean-Louis, Ed Leavy, Elizabeth Sullivan 
 

Scholarship & Awards Committee 
Michael Barry, John Brady, John Disette, Jan Hochadel, Andrea 
Johnson, Ed Leavy, Steve McKeever,  
 

Social Justice Committee 
Josephine Allen, Janet Andrews, Jackie Aviles, Verna Bernard-Jones, 
John Brady, Colleen Brown, Angela Caputo, Ruth Cion, Veronica Cook, 
Donna Hardaway, Janet Hochadel, Heather Howlett, Stephanie 
Johnson, Cindi Lloyd, Twila Mckinney, Rob Otis, Linda Pandolfe, 
Roberta Quinn, Lydia Roldan, Sonia Salvant, Michele Sensale, Palmira 
Shelton, Carol Vinick, Chairty Wilson 



Grievance Arbitration Case Assignments for AFT Connecticut Staff

for the period May 15, 2019 through May 1, 2020

Local 

Number Total Cases Bob Cerritelli Dan Durant Liz Guerra Shane Lancer Terry Meadows Mike Ozga Logan Place Mary Richardson Ben Wenograd

1018 5 1 1 3

1018E 1 1

1371 1 1

1464 1 1

1827 1 1

2038 1 1

2221 1 1

2407 1 1

3695 4 1 2 1

3837 3 1 1 1

5049 4 1 1 2

5051 2 1 1

5123 14 1 2 2 2 1 1 3 2

5149 3 2 1

5152 2 1 1

TOTALS: 44 6 8 3 1 6 6 3 5 6

Case Closed/Combined =  1 Number of Cases Withdrawn  =  3 Number of Cases Won =  1

Number of Cases Pending =  36 Number of Cases Settled  =  6 Number of Cases Lost =  15

          Total Cases Put in Abeyance = 14           Total New Cases Processed = 44
 



2019-2020 Staff Assignments  
BOB CERRITELLI DAN DURANT LIZ GUERRA 
Ansonia Educational Personnel Avon Secretaries Hartford Federation Chapters 
Ansonia Paras CHS Medical and Dental Assnts.     CDAs  
Bozrah Ed Personnel CHS Providers     School Health Prof  
Bozrah Teachers CREC     Special Police  
Job Corps East Hartford Paras     Substitutes  
Meriden Fed. of Family-Sch. Liaisons EastConn Instructors Hartford Secretaries  
Meriden Teachers EastConn Trchr's Manchester Paras  
New Britain Paras Meriden Municipal Employees Milford Paraprofessionals  
New Britain Teachers Meriden Paras North Branford Teachers  
Newtown Custodians Meriden Secretaries Norwalk Ed Personnel  
Newtown Ed Personnel Windham Nurses Region 13 Support Staff  
Norwalk Teachers  Windham United Simsbury Ed Personnel  
Wethersfield Teachers  West Haven Paraprofessionals  
   

LOGAN PLACE TERRY MEADOWS MIKE OZGA 
Backus Nurses Johnson Memorial Bloomfield Ed Personnel 
Bridgeport Nurses L&M LPNs/TECH Bristol Prof. Supervisors 
Natchaug Nurses L&M RNs Canton Fed. of Ed. Personnel 
Natchaug Teachers L&M Healthcare Workers Colchester Ed Personnel 
Natchaug Therapists Manchester RN's Colchester Teachers 
New Haven Teachers Manchester Service & Maintenance Manchester Tutors 
New Haven VNAs Manchester LPNs and Techs Middletown Paras 
New London PSRPs Rockville Hospital RNs Middletown Teachers 
Watertown Paras Rockville Service & Maintenance  Portland Paras 
West Hartford Ed Pers. Rockville Techs Salem Teachers 
West Hartford Secretaries Visiting Nurses of SE CT Waterford Teachers 
UHP VNA Aides Westbrook Ed Personnel 
  West Haven RN's 
  West Haven Teachers 
   
   
   
   

MARY RICHARDSON BEN WENOGRAD ERIC BORLAUG 
American School for the Deaf Ansonia Teachers AAG’s 
Bristol Teachers Danbury Nurses M+E 
East Hartford School Nurses Fairfield Nurses A+R 
Farmington PSRP’s Hartford Paras Fed Tech Colleges 
Hartford Teachers New Milford RNs Judicial Professionals 
Mitchell College Newtown Teachers SVFT 
New Haven Cedarhurst Vernon Paras UCPEA 
North Branford Paras Western CT United Professionals  
North Haven School Nurses Windham Ed Personnel  
Region 18 Windham Maintenance  
West Hartford Residential Counselors Windham Teachers  
Winchester Paras Windham School Nurses  
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Attorneys 

 
 
 
 

 
Ferguson, Doyle & Chester 

35 Marshall Road 
Rocky Hill, Connecticut 06067 

860-529-4762 
 



	

73rd	Annual	Business	Conven2on	

ELECTRONIC & SOCIAL MEDIA
  @AFTCT    AFT Connecticut

Follow and share highlights with hashtags: 
#AFTCT2020Vision U & I in #Union 

   aftct.org
Access and share material online: 

Material provided in advance: aftct.org/AFTCT_20_Conv
Material provided at convention: aftct.org/convention *

     AFTConn
Share 2019-20 videos: 

youtube.com/aftconn

  AFT Connecticut
Share 2019-20 podcasts:

aftct.podbean.com
* Files to be uploaded following convention.

35 Marshall Road, Rocky Hill CT 06067 | (860) 257-9782 
aftct.org  |  @AFTCT  |  facebook.com/aftct  |  youtube.com/AFTConn  |  aftct.podbean.com
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