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Call to the Union 

AFT Connecticut Executive Committee 

President Melodie Peters 

First Vice President Stephen McKeever 

Second Vice President Jean Morningstar 

Secretary/Treasurer Ed Leavy 

 

Vice Presidents 

Erin Benham Laila Mandour 

Dennis Bogusky Patricia Mitchell 

Joanne Chapin Chuck Morrell 

Ron Chivinski 
Joella Bouchard Mudry/ 
Mary Ann Goggin 

Dave Cicarella Karen Prendergast 

Shellye Davis Randall Prose 

Patti Fusco Harry Rodriguez 

David Hayes James Romano 

Janis Hochadel Kathleen Sanner  

Keith Inrig Martha Shoemaker 

Andrea Johnson Susan Truglio 



  
 
 
 

 

STAFF 

 
0 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVES 

Neil Alper  Mary Richardson 
Robert Cerritelli Pat Walters 
Greg Kotecki  Ben Wenograd 
Mike Ozga 
                   

MEMBERSHIP & COMMUNITY 
SOLIDARITY ORGANIZER OFFICE OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATOR 

Betsey Grady 

ORGANIZERS 
Jennifer Benevento 

Nickimmy Hayes 
Ole Hermanson 

Efrain Torres 
 

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATES 
Jennifer Berigan 

MEMBER MOBILIZATION COORDINATOR 
Teri Merisotis 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 
Matt O’Connor 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR 
Carole Clifford 

SUPPORT STAFF 
Jane Benoit 

Anna Cerritelli 
Kristine Metcalf 
Lindsey Ryan 

 
        
 

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT STAFF 
Neal Thomassen 

RESEARCH SPECIALIST 
Joe Bakanauskas 

Dan Durant 

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE ASSOCIATE/ 
MEMBER MOBILIZATION 

Ryan Henowitz 
 



  
 
 
 
 

 
Affiliations/Coalitions/State National Committees 

 
 

AFL-CIO/State/AFL-CIO 

AFT Communications Association 

AFT CT/CEA Joint Council 

ARA – Association for Retired Americans 

Campaign for Economic Security & To End Poverty 

CAPE – Citizens Alliance for Public Education 

CCNE - Connecticut Center for a New Economy 

CCPE – CT Coalition for Public Education 

Central Labor Bodies 

CEO – Citizens for Economic Opportunity 

Children’s Law Center of CT 

CLUW – CT Labor Union Women 

Coalition to End Child Poverty in CT 

ConnectiCOSH (Occupational Safety & Health)  

Connecticut Nurses Association 

Connecticut Parent Power 

CT Center for a New Economy 

CT Citizen Action Group 

CT Environment Resource Team 

CT Housing Coalition 

CT Human Service Coalition 

CT Indoor Air Quality Team 

CT Voices for Children 

CT Women's Education and Legal Fund 

Democracy Works 

 

 

 

Educational Change  

Hartford Rising 

Health Care 4 All Coalition 

International Labor Communications Assoc. 

LCLAA – Labor Council for Latin American 
Advancement 

NAACP - National (various programs) 

Northeast Action Program Center 

NOW – National Organization for Women 

One Connecticut 

Permanent Commission on the Status of Women 

Pride At Work 

Promoting Enduring Peace 

SEBAC – State Employees Bargaining Agent 
Coalition 

State of CT Treas. Investment Advisory Council 

Teach Our Children 

Teacher’s Retirement Board 

ULA – United Labor Agency 

United Action 

Universal Healthcare Foundation 

AFT Councils: PreK-12, PSRP, Health Care, Public 
Employees, Higher Education, AD-HOC 
Committees  
 
State of Connecticut – representation on many 
issue-oriented ad-hoc legislative and agency 
committees 
 

OPEIU 376 AFL-CIO 



Standing Committees 
 
 

 
   
  Budget Committee  

Ed Leavy, Stephen McKeever, Jean Morningstar, Melodie Peters 
 
Health Care Council  
Karen Ashlaw, Joyce Bechard, Jennifer Berigan, Verna Bernard-
Jones, Brenda Bookbinder, John Brady, Irv Buchbinder, Ann-
Marie Cerra, Joanne Chapin, Carole Clifford, Mary Consoli, 
Darcy Cowles, Dale Cunningham, Lisa D’Abrosca, Klari Esmaieli, 
Vicki Frausini-Moran, Patricia Garcia, Jill Gauthier, Yvette Gibbs, 
Denise Gilbane, Juan Gonzalez, Gail Greci, Terri Hudak, Keith 
Inrig, Leigh Johnson, Stephanie Johnson, Melanie Karpinski, Jo 
MacGeachie, Zairy Major, Donna Maronde, Maria Martinez, 
Martha Marx, Saundra McCauley, Teri Merisotis, Joyce Michaud, 
Jean Morningstar, Leslie O’Connell, Walter O’Connor, Susan 
Parisek Jill Quast, Susan Quinby, Harry Rodriguez, Mitchell Ross, 
Kathryn Spetrino, Sharon Thompson 
 
Higher Education  
Jennifer Berigan, Dennis Bogusky, Carole Clifford, Teri Merisotis, 
Jean Morningstar, Chuck Morrell, Jennifer O’Donnell, Kathleen 
Sanner 
 
LPAC 
Carol Adams, Jennifer Berigan, Dan Blanchard, Joella Bouchard 
Mudry, David Case, Ruth Cion, Betty Daly, Carolyn Datchuck, 
Shellye Davis, Jen Drury, Victor Funderburk, Pat Garcia,  Steve 
Grigoreas, Jay Gutierrez, Ivonne Hamm, Win Heimer, Ryan 
Henowitz, Janis Hochadel, Keith Inrig, Kathleen Koljian, Ed 
Leavy, Laila Mandour, Colleen May, Phil Mayer, Stephen 
McKeever, Teri Merisotis, Stephen Mikolike, Kevin Morgan, Jean 
Morningstar, Chuck Morrell, Joe Mudry, Mary Norris, Colin 
O’Neill, Janice Pawlak, Melodie Peters, June Pinkin, Karen 
Prendergast, Harry Rodriguez, Roslyn Swift, Bernard Vignali, Teri 
Zeitler, Bill Zisk 
 
Membership Structure 
Erin Benham, Dave Cicarella, Shellye Davis, Betsey Grady, David 
Hayes, Keith Inrig, Melodie Peters, Harry Rodriguez, James 
Romano, Martha Shoemaker  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Pre K-12 Council  
John Altieri, Karen Ashlaw, Kari Baransky, Erin Benham, Jennifer 
Berigan, Aaron Blank, Cheryl Christie Bollett, Tom Burns, Denise 
Carr, Pam Cavanaugh, Anthony Charles, Ron Chivinski, David 
Cicarella, Carole Clifford, David Colpitts, Sandy Conway, Carolyn 
Datchuck, Anthony DiGennaro, Mary Lou DiPaola, Kevin Doran, 
Michelle Fraher, Victor Funderburk, Patti Fusco, Betty Gadson, 
Mary Jean Giannetti, Frank Gionfriddo, Maura Graham-Vecellio, 
April Guest, David Hayes, Janis Hochadel, Matt Hough, Daniel 
Jensen, Andrea Johnson, Jane Johnson, Kathleen Koljian, Tom 
Kuroski, Ed Leavy, Gary Lotreck, Stephen McKeever, Bruce 
Levine Mellion, Teri Merisotis, Stephen Mikolike, Denise Monte, 
Zoraida Ortiz-Gibson, Philip Palma, Janice Pawlak, Melodie 
Peters, Joan Phillips, Randall Prose, Heather Rodman, Kristen 
Malloy Scanlon, Sue Schmidt, Sharon Schnare, Joyce Seccombe, 
David Sharron, Martha Shoemaker, Laurie Swanson, Nancy 
Tetreault, Oliver Tolve, Susan Truglio 
 
PSRP Council  
Wanda Adgers, Jackie Aviles, Alberta Bahls, Christine Bartolotta, 
John Beardsley, Erin Benham, Jennifer Berigan, Verna Bernard-
Jones, Jared Boulet, Margo Burns, Tracy Carter, Marcia 
Cattacach, Wayne Ciaccia, Joy Clarke, Carole Clifford, Kim 
Colburn, Patricia Daly, Shellye Davis, Cheryl DelPiano-Kirk, Gale 
Deming, Michael Downes, Holly Drumm, Joyce Dufresne, Carlen 
Gaines, Jill Gauthier, Theresa Gerlando, Maggie Goodwin, 
LaToya Hobbs, Denise Hunt, Jane Johnson, Mary Johnson, Letitia 
Kirk, Michele Kowal, Erik Larson, Bruce Levine Mellion, Patricia 
Leyland, Pauline Lucibello, Aaliyah Mahasin-Blade, Saundra 
McCauley, Stephen McKeever, Marlene McKinley, Teri Merisotis, 
Patricia Mitchell, Jean Morningstar, Kerri Noble, Emanuel Perez, 
Melodie Peters, Dolly Potter, Lida Princevalli, Donna Rastocky, 
Sandy Reigal, Maree Rogers, Arturo Rosa, Jacqueline Samuels, 
Annette Sauerbrunn, Theodore Scharper, Donna Serafini, Richard 
Sharp, Denise Smedick, Joanne Smith, Theresa Staranchak, Mary 
Symkowicz, Dorothy Tedeschi, Shelly Valenti, Davy Velez, Karen 
Vendette, Maggie Vincent, Sharon Wabble, Lorraine 
Westermeyer, Sheryl Wolfgram, Mason Wood 

 
State Employees  
Dennis Bogusky, Janis Hochadel, Keith Inrig, Ed Leavy, Laila 
Mandour, Donna Maronde, Jean Morningstar, Chuck Morrell, 
Joe Piechta, Karen Prendergast, James Romano, Kathleen 
Sanner, Marshall Segar, Edward Swicklas 
 
Statewide Retiree Committee  
John Altieri, Roberta Avery, Jeri Baker, Jennifer Berigan, Joella 
Bouchard-Mudry, Tom Bruenn, Ruth Cion, Carole Clifford, Kathy 
Coyle, Bernard English, Betty Gadson, MaryAnn Goggin, Win 
Heimer, Peter Kummer, Anita Madzik, Teri Merisotis, Mary 
Moniger-Elia, Melodie Peters, June Pinkin, Leonard Prygoda, 
Mary Rickard, Elizabeth Tischio, Nina Wolfson 



Grievance Arbitration Case Assignments for AFT Connecticut Staff
for the period May 18, 2013 through May 17, 2014

Local Number Total Cases Neil Alper Bob Ceritelli Greg Kotecki Mike Ozga Mary Richardson Pat Walters Ben Wenograd
3949 1 1
5047 1 1
1018 7 1 1 1 1 2 1
5046 1 1
5123 2 1 1
5051 6 2 2 1 1
5049 4 2 2
1381 1 1
4914 1 1
3837 7 2 1 3 1
2038 1 1
5099 1 1
4873 1 1

TOTALS: 34 5 5 4 5 5 5 5

Case Closed/Combined =  0 Number of Cases Withdrawn  =  9  Number of Cases Won =  0
Number of Cases Pending =  19 Number of Cases Settled  =  6 Number of Cases Lost =  0

          Total Cases = 34
 



 

Staff Assignments                  
2013 – 2014 

 
 
NEIL ALPER  BOB CERRITELLI GREG KOTECKI  
Full Service 
American School for the Deaf                     
Johnson Memorial                                    NN   
Manchester RN’s                                      N 
Manchester Service & Maintenance 
Manchester Techs                                    N 
Meriden Municipal Employees                  PC 
Meriden Teachers 
North Branford Paraprofessionals 
Rockville Hospital                                     N    
UCPEA 
West Hartford Ed Per                               N 
West Hartford Ed Sec                               N     
West Hartford Residential Counselors 

Full Service 
Ansonia Educational Personnel 
Ansonia Paras 
Bozrah Ed Personnel                        N 
Bozrah Teachers 
Job Corps                                          N 
Meriden Attendance Counselors    NN 
New Britain Teachers                        N 
Newtown Custodians 
Newtown Ed Personnel 
Newtown Teachers 
New Haven VNA                             PC 
Region 18 
West Haven RNs 
Partial Service  
Norwalk Ed Personnel 
Norwalk Teachers 
Wethersfield Teachers 

Full Service 
Backus 
L&M LPNs/TECH                         NN 
L&M RNs                                      NN 
L&M Healthcare Workers 
Milford Paraprofessionals             N 
North Haven School Nurses         N 
Vernon Paras                                N 
Visiting Nurses of SE CT              N 
West Haven Teachers                  NN 
Windham Maintenance                 N 
Windham United                           N 
Partial Service 
Fed. of Tech College Faculty 

MIKE OZGA   MARY RICHARDSON  PAT WALTERS  
Full Service 
Bridgeport Prof. Nurses 
Bristol Prof. Supervisors                           N   
EastConn                                                  NN 
Middletown Teachers 
Middletown Paras 
Meriden Paras                                          NN 
Natchaug RNs                                          N 
Natchaug Therapists                                N      
Portland Paras 
Salem Teachers 
Waterford Teachers                                  N 
Westbrook  Paraprofessionals 
Partial Service 
New Haven Teachers 
New Haven Subs 
SVFT 

Full Service 
Bloomfield Ed Personnel                N 
Bristol Teachers 
Canton Fed of Ed Personnel 
East Hartford School Nurses 
Hartford Teachers                          N 
Hartford Paras 
Mitchell College                              N 
New Haven Cedarhurst 
Watertown Paras                            PC 
Winchester Paras 
Partial Service 
Judicial 

Full Service  
Colchester Ed Personnel                
Colchester Teachers                    N 
East Hartford Paras 
Hartford Federation Chapters 
          CDAs 
          Secretaries                         NN 
          School Health Prof             NN 
          Special Police 
          Substitutes                          N 
Manchester Paras & Tutors          NN 
New Britain Paras 
North Branford Teachers              N 
Region 13 Support Staff 
Simsbury Ed Personnel 
West Haven Paraprofessionals    N 

BEN WENOGRAD    
Full Service 
Ansonia Teachers 

Danbury RNs                                            N 

Fairfield Nurses                                        N 

Hartford Community Healthcare               NN 
Meriden Secretaries 

Natchaug Teachers                        PC 
New Milford RNs 
UHP 
Windham Ed Personnel                  N 
Windham Teachers                        NN 

Windham Nurses                          NN 

Partial Service 
A & R 

N = Negotiations 
NN = Negotiations Now 
PC = Post Negotiations 



Attorneys 
 

 

 
 

 
Ferguson, Doyle & Chester 

35 Marshall Road 
Rocky Hill, Connecticut 06067 

860-529-4762 
 


	ADP2D59.tmp
	Rep '14 Assigned Cases

	ADPA5AD.tmp
	FIELD REPRESENTATIVES
	OFFICE OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATOR
	RESEARCH SPECIALIST
	PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
	Membership & Community
	Solidarity Organizer
	ORGANIZERS
	LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE ASSOCIATE/ MEMBER MOBILIZATION
	MEMBER MOBILIZATION COORDINATOR
	LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATES
	COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
	Neal Thomassen



	TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT STAFF
	SUPPORT STAFF



